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Indictment Against M. M. Dent.

HIS VIEDIDA‘I'IOR.

[CONTINUED PROM YESTRERDAY.]

Fzrrow Crtizexs :—I have furnished you
o fall anid fair statement of the, charge
agninst me upon whick the Bill was found,
and believe that 1 could safely submit the
cage loyou,njury of my neighbors and ac-
quaintances, for a verdict, on this nlone;
but for fear there may be those who arc
still disposed to make insinuations against
my loyalty, I will refresh yoor memories
by recapitulating the part which I have
tuken in this. contest on. the side of the
Government and for its preseryation.

After the nominationof Douglas & John-
son at Baltimore, in.June, 1860, I advoca-
ted their election with all the ability and
earnestnesa of which I was capable, and
fought the Breckinridge party with great
virnlence, becanse I believed ita leaders in-
tended disunion, though 1" always exemp-
ted the rank and file of this scetion from
any intention of disunion.  The sequel hns
proved that T was correct in both posi-
tions. And soon after the result of the
election. it wns considered by all Union
men that I had renderell some. gervice to
the citnse, particolarly ns onr iconnty and
one other county in the State were the on-
Iy counties in which the Douglas ticket
led the balance. After the resnlt of the
election wus sscertained, 1 contended that
Mr. Lineoln was elected Constitutionally
and there wns no sufficient cause for break-
ing up tbe Government—that the South
should exbaust all legal means of redress
before shie attempted disunion. [saw with
deep regret the course pursoed by South
Onrolina and .the: cotton Btites, and felt
that the Union; which wns once our pride,
was in imminegt danger.  In Jenuary Inst,
I was called uiim to ‘announce mysell as
a eandidate for the Convention at Rich-
mond. In answer to the reguest of my
friends, I wrote nt: arlicle in my paper of
the 19th of Janunry, consenting to be &
candidate, in which article [ made the fol-
lowing remnrks, Which - se¢m mow almost
prophetic.  Afigr glating that it would in-
terfere with both my family affairs nod ba-
siness arrangements to accept a seat in the
convention ihis. winter, ‘I added: *And
then, too,itlisinot A very pleasand pros-
pect to become n member of n convention in
which you feel confident that yon: will be
eventunlly, in a minnrity, nnd that yuuwlll
be compelied to witness the secession of
your own native State from this glorions
Union, and & policy ndopted, which will
bankropt your whole section without be-
ing able toraise ahelping hand ngmnsl:such
folly and wickedness:"

1'also said to the same paper that “Not-
withstanding the bold and patriotic stand
of the Governor of Virginin ns a breank-
water 10 the Southern Disnuion rashneas,
weteniyhe‘l!ere Ihnt secession will pre-
vail in Virginin.”

What l‘ollu'!d indicated that T had read
the Southern papera and  the Southern
heart with some underal;nu_lﬂug.

Atthe election held early in Febraary,

|1, (with Hon. W. T. Willey) was elected,

LW thont np nltlnn to_the Stafe Conven-
Ahnhmuudi and there
'lactea’ wlﬂ: 1!: -ol’ the Delegates frnm ‘the
Narih West, whn tood firm for the Union.
Onoof the most distinguisbed of the setes-
sion leaders poﬂm%cd to me the beantics
of aSouthern’'Con ede’r-cr that it would
be the richest Governmentin the world—
that the able, enterprising nnd energetic
men wonld haye the whole mansgement of
the Government—ibat England and France
would form #a afliance with' them, and ex-
shange theirmanafagtures for the stnpl,as
‘of the Sonth. 1 told him 1.lu|t—~sd)
um.hing of our ulleghinm to the Fe
Gover ia west of the Alle-
ghenies could nn: ‘fford to go into a South-
ern Confederacy—that all her material in-
terests were with Pennsy lvania; llnr_fllud
Ohio ard the Ohlo Valley—that we would
regret much to separate from onr brethren
of ‘the East, bot that we of the Weat, could
not destroy all of onr interests by going in-
to n Southern Confederacy. He replied
that the leaders of the Southern move-
ment decried Yankees to sll intents anpd
purposes, and then insnlted .us by telling
us that we wounld b their Y
and that T conld oot gee how we counld be-
come a great manufactoring people in a
Govarnment which sffords fre€ trade to
Francs and England—that we could never
complete! with  their paoper labor upon
eqiial terms—that, if there must be n gop-
Separation of the two sections, however
much many of us regretied it, Western
Virginia would go with the Nortb—and in
that case, we wounld be the chivalry of the
North, which the peopls would prefer to
being ‘tbe Yankees of the, South. I have
never changed nor modified theso views in
the Teast.

I voted agninst the Ordinance of Seces-
slon, which passed on the 1Tth of April,
and returned hmm and published 8 card
to'the vot of lin ty; in-
forming themof uu. pu.nn of the ordi-
nance, and Tesi, “pesition in the
Convention in Eu"u “If a8
Conyention ;:es milit:'r;i po;tiﬁl‘mgh n!ld
expect to en: my i o fu my
duty; but asit’ Euly & eivil ponin:ﬁ;. or
at least would: be only that in eioilized
times, beg the people to excuse me fromfar-
ther servies theréin!”. The Convention nt
Richmond uuBnqneM.ly expelled’ ‘me,
‘which [ belleve they had oo 1ight 10 do, as
1'had résigned the power conferred u
meé to'the people who conferred” it Civil
war® Tideemed ! ipevitable, and however
much I deprecated it, 1 sincerely bplieve

thatif the war was Vigoronaly

TwrLve Borin Laxes or NoXpARriL, (Om oN¥ Ivew,jon’
Lzsy, MAxE & quz

Northwestérn Virgioin, for the season that,
it would compel her people to  do what
they never wmﬂd}hau dohe dnder ‘any
other circumsiances—form s new state
composed of the counties belon ‘to’ the
Valley of the Olilo:* I advoea the new .
State in my phpef, snd attended the Whee-
ling Convention which meton the 15th of &
May, and there acted with the party who

oq | desired the immediate formatlon’of & Pro- .

visional Governmenl for theséparate State
We were defeated; the Couvention 'ud
journed after Iynl.lng some resplutions.—
Peeling that'Thad dons all 1iconld for the
cauge, until @fter the vote on the ordi-
mance, Ih i:;l:ﬁ}%ﬂh! on 3]; private anter- .
riss; w y#if - suncessfal, [iin d ito
-‘r’;mke usefu the Naw *Sme 3::*:1 :
While at New Tork Feastched fhn

Ling of the-Convéntion with/the-ulmost #0-

licitude, wrote to Mr. Qarfile aad other
delegates urging' npon the formation of n
new State, and when I- lenrned that the
Oonvention had ‘adopted the restoration
plan, I felt grieved, for T thought 1 'could
gee in that movement & defeat of the sep-
arate State amd an utter prostration ot the
liopes of the people of Northwestern Vir-
ginin, [ immediutely répaired to Wheel-
ing, wroteand published a card denouncing |
the movement. Subsequently being nssor-
ed thit it was the dossfide intention ‘to
torm a ' new State as soon as pric-
ticable—I succumbed, wund took the ;
outh  to support  the restored = gov- ;
ernment; Bot I'was determioed to siay ut
Wheeling till the new State Bill passed. 1
stayed ‘duriog the ‘eession of the Legisln-
ture, and notwithstandiog we (the new
State men) had besn nssared that, so soon
as our U, 5. Senitors were admitted by
Congress, the Legislature wonld pass the .
bill, it adjourned without passing it. Then
the Gcnrenl.ion re-nssembled. . The oppo-
nents of the new State took the ground
that a8 the Legislature had taken no nc-

‘lion, the’ Qonvention bad mo right. Not- .
withstanding, in' the commencement our .
1o the conclusion that I have in the com-

people were nlmost unanimous for the new
State, 'the Convention was menrly cqually
divided, and oot until there' wasn gooll
prospect for breaking up the body in n
row, did the anti-divisionists give np and
let the bill pass. I stayed nt Wheeliog all
this time for no other porpose thau to give
what'I could' to the ‘project of division.—
Aa goon  as the bill passed [ returned
home and have since been advocationg it in
my pa

my paper wns published, ‘and  was
plenty ‘strong enoogh Union to plesise me;
I guess there’s no complaint onthat score.
When T returned home, [ learned that there
had been n great excitement in Mononga-
lin ever since the (frofion war—that mob
law had existed to some extent, pnd that
some innocent people had been bndly tred-
ted, &e.—all of which Ibelieved had a ten-
deuo}- to ipjure the Governmenl and its
canse. I determined to frown down any
diepasition to’ cocouTHgw much ™ spirit—1
wanted no mun to be punished for opin-
jon's suke—I desired the Government to be
13 liberal ns possible to its snbjects, in or-
der that they might conlinue to appreciate
its blessings; and my paper has been con-
ducted since my recurn with this view.

1 also have tried to keep down party

irit (Il the war iz seitled, cousidering
Ent paramount to all other guestions ; but
I find that the Democrals when they ok
into the army erib, or into the machinery
of the Wheeling Unvernmnnt, Se0 80 mony
coon tails, that it renews all their ancient
indignation ngainst the animal, and it is
preity bard to keep them duwu

Finding that numerons false reports had
been in cirenlation concerning me in my
abeence ab Wheeling, [ determined that I
was too poor to work for the public to the
neglect of my private iulerests, for that
kind of pay. [ commenced ta busy myaelf
with my paper and my. official business,
and soon thercafter heard that 1 was in-
dicted for treason ot Wheeling. The rest
you know.

Now, Fellow-Citizens, you have my re-
cord on the Union question., Would you
indict me on that letter? My Jife has been
threatened by an officer of the State at
Harper's Ferry. Rewards have been of-
fered for my head by the Confedemite
Government, yeb I am indicted by the
Union men for n conspiracy to break up
the Federal Government, If men with
such recordsias I have are the enemies cf
the Government, God help its frieads. 1
never stolg anythiog from the Government.
How many of its army officials can say
that?, I never asked for an office. How
many of its fricnds can say that? I neyer
asked it forany favor.. CUan any of them
gay that? . The Southern, Counfederacy
would baog me, if it could catch me—bat
I shau’t give it the chance. And now the
other side is trying me. I must be an odd
fish indeed to be so at the ouls with both
parties,

But, fellow-citizens, several things have

bad o tendency to injure me in the eyes of
an excited publie.-The first is for daring
to differ from the wise min who organized
the Wheeling Government in dmirtng that
Western Virginia's own tong should plan
her fature, instead of fofowing ‘the plan
suggested by Hallet, the aathorof the Cio-
cinoati platform, L wanted no. ?Ia.n which
“looked both ways for Susday.’
offence was because I would visic Judge
Thompson, after he refosed to ‘take the
outh to support the Wheeling Government.
I am not the man to give up my personal
friendship for mere differences of opinion,
and am too independent to héed such dis-
reputable puablic sentiment, the ofspring
of passion and exeitement and not of judg-
ment. When at Wheeling last March, I
took tea with E. M. Norton, Euq., (now U.
S. Marshal,) I wus immediately denounced
in the Wheeling Union a8 kn Abolitionist.

der crust. of saciety in tho estimution,of

my wife, took dinner with Judge Thurnp-
son, and it was immedintely whispered
around Wheeling that 1 waz a Becession-
ist. By this time the Republicans had be-
come theupper crust. | Now stichaninsane

Republican, and & Setessionist, when he
trests'an ofd friend, who bhappens o be
under the poblic ban, courteously, I de-
spise, and will not cater or succumb . to.

L Another ground*of suspicion against me

is/that I refosed to bié an applicanttp the
present adwinistration. . for office, I was
urged, that as my present office wounld
bring me bat little during the war, and as
my paper would only be an expense to! me,
to join in the wild huat for office, and was
assured that I would get ihe appointment
of Marshal of Westera Virginia. 1 replied
tthat T never asked & Democratic ad-

tid | ministratiofl for a' favor, and that Bishonld

. was paired off with a secessionist whom
Dur?ng ull the time ‘'of my absence '

ocgurred since 1 rer.uruedjjmn which have

The next’

Then the Republicans belonged to the wi-

many other partics. To June last 1, 'with |
4 \ No, 2% Monrxoe S§t.,
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public as wonld make an abolitiopist of a
man when he exchaoges ciuhtiu with n,

nnd brooght to & spesdy’ larm[n.ltiau, n,,. moqmmpnu, whnt—l mﬂdum},}h’ :hs-
would prove » biessing ‘tothé people of { reputable.husiness of office-sesking under

i thie Pederal Government by applying tosn
. administration pf different politics for an
" ofice.” . I belioved that Mp. Lincoln's par--
.ty friends wers gntitled toshe offices nndsr

;him—and I was willing fop his admioia-
~tration to follow Ia the fontsteps. of its

lpredecesaors. snd work ont its own deatiny”
& by the appaintment of: its frignds to ofice.

i/Lhen, when .at Wheeling, many persons

~thinking themselyves abont some office. or.

-oilier, and makiag that the basis of their
patriotism, it was goggesled to me ﬂmtI
whs dissatisfied with the action taken therel|:

. becanse I had not been been elected to an

. office by the .Convention; and when, T

J.repligd “that I.would necepi.of no of-
~fice undar
bosweyer

the Wheelmg, Gourpmcnt,
..& bacausad did notap-

*prove of {be plln aalu ted,” this was con-
‘ sidered only another link in the chain
to prave my, disloyaity to, the Union'
jionnse.. Ofice!S Ofcell  The desire for
office is one of the léadiog caoses of the
attempted destruction of our once glorious

. Uoion, and {s still ite have, and hrs been
. one of the great canses of the inefficiney
yof the Union Army thus fur. A man be-
comes very patriotic, makes a few Union
; speoches, gets a fat office and then comes
to the conclusion that the . Union is saved.

i His idea of the Union extends thus far aod

no,farther.  There nro o class of patriots
who consier the war all right and the
; Union Army successful as long as it is fill-
1 ing their. pockets. But change the thing.
Let it pull aut ot their pockets awhile, snd
they begin to conclude that warisa seri-
ous business ; and fipally that the progiess
is to slow, and there ia too much stealing
oo, ,And so it goes. . Pelf rules the age
nnd the people, and ig now eating out the
very vitals ot the Nation. It uged toben
mark of suspicion against a man for him
to be an office seeker , but such is the de-
ypraxity of the times, { am considered dis-
Jdoynl bechnse I refuse. to join in the wild
 bunt after office.
Baut late dewlopmnnm have forced me

. tmunity gecret enemiecs, who nre trying to
do me injury. 1 guch is not the cnse, why-
is it reported and believed by some igno-
rant people that 7 wasnot af the ciky of |
Richmond laat winter? This has beeno.cpst
into my teeth by one of my neighbors, who
nsserted that he believed it, whien the truth
is, that'I was always it my post'at Rich=:
mond with three exceptions, and then I

considered of at least double my mental
enlibre. When the Committee on Federal
Relations was in session withoat any pros-
pect of reaching a conclusion, I found: o
red-hot, red-whiskered secession lawyer
(W, P, Cecil, Esq,,) from the South-west,
who desired to go home, and paired off |y
with him and came home, I returned ‘to
Richmeond niter an absence of ahout two
wetks, and subsequently went Lwicu .to
Washington City on Committees appoint-
ed by cducuses of Union members of the
Convention, 'to consult with the “powers
that be” at Washington relating to their
policy about the unational difficalties, and,
particularly, in relation to the evncuﬂtmn
of the forts in the seceded States. This
certainly gives the lie to that charge.
* And, I' would nsk nlso, what means: nll
thege reports during my  late nbsence from
home—that no one knew of my wherea-
bonta—that T wus off in the Sonthern Con-
federncy, &o., &c., whén'nll of my friends
knew of my whereabouts, and my family re-
ceived letters from me, or when I seut let-
ters to them almost daily? . What means
those false, groundless and malicious re-
ports, that my house and office have been |
searched; anil a great many Southern pa-
pers, nnd army maps of this county found
there, giving the erceks nnd pnsses by
whicli o Sonthern Army cotld he marched |
in to subdue our pepple? whea the truth
is, that I have rgcaiyed but one letter from
nrl_'r man_connected with the Rebellion, or
any man In any portion of ‘the coumry
held by ‘the Confederate army—that fom
my personal and intimnte friend; Alfred
Barbour, dated nt Winchester on the 18th
of May—if thero is not some malicious
apirit, false ns hell iwelf, at work against
me in this community 7 What means' the
guarding of ‘my house one whole niglit
dnriog my sbsence, when there was no.
man about it—no person there bat my wife
antd children—in order to arrest Col. Al-
fred M. Barbour, of the ‘Secession ‘Army,
(who it was suggested was beiog harbored
thers ns o spy, when that  Aifred  Bur-
bour turned out fo e my baby aboul
Jfive months ‘old? Many 'men, who never
risked "' a dollar nor a word to” prevent
this cootest  coming  on—many -elevénth
hour Union men, who wml.ed Lo, see
which way the tide was going to turn—
bat' after they hud come to the conclu-
sion’ that the South was going ‘to bhe

getting some office or making gome money
out of the war, haye now become the most
rumpant of all patriots. Like all men who
change their views or their politics, they
halloo' thé loudest in orddr to 'convinde
people of thelr sineerity, and, jodgiog oth-
ara by theicown corrupt- hwu. they.are
the first to cast aspersions orwhisper sus-
picions against them. 'Sach patriotism is

atn'disconnt with me. ' If, as{ appraliend,
T have envmies, Figannot account for their
malevolence—perhnps it is. some new po-

do not comprehend—but if it is such, T
‘fiope ‘the people may be' able to check-
mateit, o
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